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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SCR63/SR35, which would 
recognize the importance of our islands' environment to all residents of Hawai'i, highlight 
the impacts Westernization has and continues to have on our lands and waters, and 
promote the responsibility and need for all residents to more consciously steward our 
natural and cultural resources. 

Traditional Hawaiian land tenure and stewardship emphasized the shared 
responsibility of all, to ensure the conservation, protection, and fair distribution of 
resources critical to the cultural and physical existence of our islands' inhabitants. This 
sense of responsibility not only allowed for a thriving Hawaiian population 
notwithstanding our islands' inherently limited resources, but also greatly informed the 
cultural values and practices that provided for social stability, family cohesion, and 
community well-being. 1 

Unfortunately, the rapid changes that have taken place over the last 200 years -
including the decimation and displacement of Native Hawaiians, the commercialization of 
natural and public trust resources, and the externalization of environmental costs by 
corporate entities - have largely diminished this shared sense of responsibility, while 
significantly degrading the lands and resources that have sustained our islands' inhabitants 
since time immemorial. Pollution, irresponsible land use practices, habitat degradation 
and destruction, and the disruption of ecological systems have and continue to result from 
the Westernization of Hawai'i, and may threaten the well-being of both current and future 
generations. 

The establishment of a statewide clean-up day may be one small step towards 
restoring the traditional, shared sense of responsibility necessary to mitigate the 
widespread and growing impacts of Westernization on our islands. The broader exposure 
of island residents to the visual and physical waste littering our environment may heighten 

1 
See DAVIANNA McGREGOR, NA KuA'AINA 17-18 (2007). 



their consciousness with regards to the true costs of our "modern" way of life. The 
communal nature of a coordinated clean-up will also demonstrate the greater potential in 
coordinated action to better steward the places we all share. Finally, the increased 
awareness of the need to better account for our individual and collective environmental 
impacts may encourage participants to engage in other organized efforts for systemic 
change, and truly address the numerous environmental challenges that have and will 
affect us all. 

While a statewide clean-up day, standing alone, will clearly not address the full 
scope of environmental issues facing our islands, an annual event to consciously and 
collectively malama 'aina may be a first step towards restoring the sense of community 
and individual responsibility necessary to perpetuate and sustain the islands we call home. 

Therefore, OHA urges the Committees to PASS SCR63/SR35. Mahalo nui for the 
opportunity to testify on this resolution. 
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EET Testimony 
ka liasea@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for SCR63 on Mar 28, 2016 14:45PM 

Testimony for EETM/LA on Mar 28, 2016 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

.___ K_a_th_a_ri_n_e_E_A_v_e'""""ry,_____.11 tour guides of Hawaii II Support II No I 

Comments: We will have nothing without a clean environment and a dedicated day to remind 
everyone to participate in Malama ka Aina! Mahala 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored . For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 
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Testimony for EET/WLA on Mar 28, 2016 14:45PM in Conference Room 224 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

,___D~y_la_n_A_rm_st_ro_n~g-~l~l ___ l_nd_i_vi_du_a_I --~II Support II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 
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